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which they will recover in a little time, when their eyes are
open, and they grow cool and sober enough to consider the
truth of things, and how much they have been deceived. It
is not improbable, that some few of the deepest sighted
among these reasoners, are well enough convinced how vain
all such hopes must be : but for the rest, the wisest of them
seem to have been very ill judges of the people's disposi-
tions, the want of which knowledge was a principal occasion
to hasten their ruin; for surely had they suspected which
way the popular current inclined, they never would have
run against it by that impeachment. I therefore conclude,
they generally are so blind, as to imagine some comfort
from this fantastical opinion, that the people of England are at
present distracted, but will shortly come to their senses again.

For the service therefore of our adversaries and friends, I
shall briefly examine this point, by shewing what are the
causes and symptoms of a people's madness, and how it differs
from their natural bent and inclination.

It is Machiavel's observation, that the people when left to
their gwn judgment, do seldom mistake their true interests;
and indeed they naturally love the constitution they are
born under, never desiring to change but under great op-
pressions. However, they are to be deceived by several
means. It has often happened in Greece, and sometimes in
Rome, that those very men who have contributed to shake
off a former tyranny, have, instead of restoring the old con-
stitution, deluded the People into a worse and more igno-
minious slavery. Besides, all great changes have the same
effect upon commonwealths that thunder has upon liquors,
making the dregs fly up to the top : the lowest plebeians
rise to the head of affairs, and there preserve themselves by
representing the nobles and other friends to the old govern-
ment, as enemies to the public. The encouraging of new
mysteries and new deities, with the pretences of further
purity in religion, hath likewise been a frequent topic to
mislead the people. And, not to mention more, the pro-
moting false reports of dangers from abroad, hath often
served to prevent them from fencing against real dangers
at home. By these and the like arts, in conjunction with a
great depravity of manners, and a weak or corrupt adminis-
tration, the madness of the people hath risen to such a